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“Writing has been very important to my career in law enforcement and media relations.
Without the skill to write, I never would have been able to communicate with the media,
the public and individuals.”

Writing the Rest of Your Life
The final day of high school—or even the final day of college—will not be the last time you pick up a pen 
or sit down at a computer to write. You may no longer need to worry about writing for a grade, but outside
the classroom the critiquing continues.

Writing is a lifelong endeavor. It does not matter what field of work you enter. The world around you—in 
your community, at home, in the workplace—expects you to express your thoughts clearly. The stronger
your writing skills, the better you can convey your thoughts. Whether filling out an employment application,
selling an idea or product, or even expressing your feelings to a friend, good writing makes a difference.
Three former high school students share with you below their thoughts on learning and developing good
writing skills.
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“Writing allows us to share our emotions, experiences and ideas. I’m
exploring options and want to find a job in which I can use my writing
skills, which have been critical to my success in school.”

“I report and write for a living, and I knew I wanted to do so when I was in high school. But not
every student has to decide to become a journalist to understand how important it is to write
clearly, concisely and cleanly.

I had a literature teacher in high school who gave our class a bit of advice that I have always
held dear: that is, you cannot write without first reading, reading and reading. If you don’t have
the proper background—the knowledge and facts—you cannot write well or convincingly.”




